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Message from the Chairman – Gerardo “CB” Reyes 
 

2017 was a successful year for The Tampa Bay Alumni Network.  We drove our membership up 70%, put 

together great events such as the financial workshop, March of Dimes, family picnic, tailgate and the golf 

outing. We look forward to an impactful 2018! TBAN has set the goal of reaching 100 active members and we 

hope to achieve that goal this year. We have great events planned for 2018 that include the March of Dimes 

walk, Family Picnic, Diet and Nutrition Workshop, Latino Greek Networking Event, 4thAnnual Golf Outing, 

USF Tailgate, Battle of the Betas Basketball Tournament and the return of Thirsty Thursdays Quarterly Happy 

Hours. It’s time to gear up for our 2018 activities!  

At this time, I would like to formally announce that I will be stepping down as Chairman for 2018. I will still 

be an active member and will assist the new chairman during this transition period. The board has elected 

Brother Dennis Small as our new chairman for 2018. Dennis will serve a 1 year term.  In 2019, TBAN will 

hold elections for our new board. As you know these board positions are voluntary and I encourage everyone 

to feel free and join the board when the time comes. I would like to personally thank ALL of the active 

members and board members for the opportunity to serve TBAN this past year; it was truly an honor and 

privilege.  

Let’s keep the vision and the mission of TBAN going strong for 2018. The Tampa Bay Alumni Network is 

looking forward to your commitment! 
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The 86 Club 
 

 

 

What is 86 Club? 
The 86 Club is a new initiative by the Executive Board of Directors that will help fulfill the goal of Alumni Support. A 

contribution of $1986, will allow the fraternity to hire and support the needs of a new staff member whose primary 

objectives will be to look for grants and support alumni initiatives. This new staff member, the Director of Donor 

Development, will raise money for the fraternity in hopes of not solely relying on undergraduate dues. This new income 

generated by the Director of Donor Development will help fund new staff positions like the Director of Alumni which 

will be the dedicated staff member for alumni and Alumni Networks and Associations. The Director of Donor 

Development will also help fund fraternity programs such as the Young Stallions Club and Leadership Institute. 

 

It is a “lifetime” membership program that comes with tangible perks and gifts, along with the intrinsic value of 

knowing that your gift helped the fraternity get to the next level. The 86 club will consist of a class each year of its 

existence, beginning with the Founder's Class. A Brother who contributes the full amount of $1986 by April 4th will be 

considered a member of that year's class. 

 

The 86 Club is the next step to help in getting Sigma Lambda Beta in to the next level of Alumni Engagement and 

Support. It will be the catalyst that allows our Alumni membership grow and thrive, while at the same time help our 

undergraduate Brothers in their programs and events. 

TBAN will like to congratulate our newest Alumni brothers in the Tampa Bay Area. We welcome you to join the 

network with open arms. Don’t forget your 1st year is free if you join right after graduation. We look forward to seeing 

you join TBAN. Congratulations on your accomplishment. 

 

Why Should I join? 
As a brotherhood, we have grown beyond what many have ever thought we would. With a full independent office, with 

full-time staff members, we are the standard of the Latino Greek Experience. While this accomplishment is great, we 

should not stop there. We consistently talk about giving beyond our undergraduate experiences, as well as being a 

“brother for life!” This is a great way to make sure that we not only help with the extrinsic expectations of our 

brotherhood, but also put in to practice what we preach! The 86 Club is not a request for funds, but rather a call to 

action! 

 

What are the benefits? 
To be a part of the 86 Club and the recognition is a benefit in and of itself, however we also know that we all like all 

tangible things, so we have the following items that will be included in your membership: 

 86 Club Pin 

 Exclusive colorway of the Sigma Lambda Beta key 

 86 To be a part of the 86 Club and the recognition is a benefit in and of itself, however we also know that we all 

like all tangible things, so we have the following items that will be included in your membership: 

 86 Club Pin 

 Exclusive colorway of the Sigma Lambda Beta key 

 86 Club challenge coin 

 Diploma quality certificate 

 Membership card 

 Free access to the gallery at the House of Delegates meeting at Betacon 

 Free ticket to the Betacon banquet 

 Access to the 86 Club store with exclusive merchandise 

 And more! 

 Access to the 86 Club store with exclusive merchandise 

 And more! 

For more information please visit www.sigmalambdabeta.com/86club/   
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Brother Mario Faria serves as Vice 

President of Operations and Partner 

for the MAX Group, an Operational 

Efficiency Consulting Firm. Mario has 

17 years’ experience with broad 

technical engineering and operations 

background.  He started his career 

in Semiconductors (Micro-chip 

Development) and over the years 

expanded to other industries 

like LEDs, Solar, and other Emerging 

Technologies.  Brother Mario has a BS 

and MS degree in Electrical 

Engineering from the Florida State 

University and an Executive MBA 

from The Warrington School of 

Business at the University of 

Florida.  However; let the record 

show that he does not claim any 

Gator ties 😉.   This brother bleeds 

Garnet and Gold - Go Noles!  

Living in Tallahassee on my own 

made me who I am today.  I learned 

to be independent, learned to 

manage life in general, made the 

right the decisions for the most part, 

and grew up to be a man. Sigma 

Lambda Beta was a big part of that, 

the core group of brothers that I 

went through that experience are still 

my people today (20 years later - 

Damn, I'm old).  After Tally, I started 

my career as a Test Engineer for IBM 

in Vermont, from there I moved to 

Texas, California and even lived in the 

Philippines and Malaysia for some 

time.  Throughout my career I traveled 

all over the world and eventually settled 

in Tampa where I reside with my wife 

and 3 boys (The 3 D's: Dante, Donovan, 

and Danilo).  Professionally, you have to 

keep moving, keep knocking and 

opening doors, don't settled for a single 

job, position, industry, city or state.  I 

came to this country from Nicaragua at 

age 15, not knowing English and leaving 

my friends, family and stuff I was 

comfortable with behind.  I worked hard 

in High School, then College (SLB kept 

me in track), then at work, then with my 

family...not easy, a lot of sacrifice in this 

journey, and it gets harder as you get 

older but something I know for a fact is 

that it is one-hundredth percent 

rewarding.   

My advice to younger brothers; have 

PASSION about what you like, I love 

playing sports and staying active keeps 

me going (even at 40 yrs. old).  Always 

be HUMBLE; you can be competitive, 

you can be a leader but learn to do it 

right, we're all human beings and 

not any better than the person next to 

you.  Maintain a POSITIVE attitude in life, 

at work, at home, it will carry you along 

way and finally be a HARD-WORKER, 

you'll stand out from the crowd.  Take 

these 4 pillars, build a foundation, start 

using them early in life 

and surround yourself around a 

good supporting cast with friends 

and family and the sky is the 

limit. Finally, know yourself, your 

strengths but most importantly 

your weaknesses and find the right 

resources to correct them; it's a 

process believe me, I'm still working 

on mine.               

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brother Spot Light  

Brother Mario “Valor” Faria 
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4th Annual Golf  Outing 
We have confirmed this year Golf Outing 

 

September 16, 2018 

8:30am  

Innisbrook  

Copperhead Course 

Stay tune for more details! 

 
 

 
New Alumni  

TBAN will like to congratulate our newest Alumni brothers in the Tampa Bay 

Area. We welcome you to join the network with open arms. Don’t forget your 

1st year is free if you join right after graduation. We look forward to seeing 

you join TBAN. Congratulations on your accomplishment. 

University of South Florida (Psi Chapter) 

    

    Luis “Wicho” Aguilar 

   Ryan “Kalinaw” Lopez 

   Samuel “Tasman” Oibo 

  Kadeem “Acaso” Thomas 
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Sold by SLB-Alumni Network of West Michigan, to purchase visit 

http://squareup.com/store/SLBANWM  

 

Sold by TBAN- to purchase visit www.slbtban.org for dues paying 

members please reach out to CB 

http://squareup.com/store/SLBANWM
http://www.slbtban.org/


 

6  

 

 

  
The Tampa Bay Alumni Network has only been 

around for a few years now and look at what we have 

been able to accomplish in such a short time! We are 

in the process of opening up our own scholarship 

fund with the Education Foundation of SLB along 

with growing our bank account, so that we can 

nourish our brothers, community and our future.  

 

We went from a handful of active Brothers a few 

years ago to currently having 45 active TBAN 

members today! The goal of TBAN is to reach 100 

active TBAN members by the end of 2018. If you are 

not yet an active TBAN member, please sign up today 

and help us build on our legacy. 

 

You might say, well I don’t live in the Tampa 

Bay area? Well guess what, we have members in 

Orlando, Miami and even NYC. For those brothers 

from outside the Tampa area, you can still be 

involved. Our meetings are live streamed and our 

newsletters and social media will keep you up to date  
 

When I was a Little Brother, I was given a 

poem with the title, "Are You An Active Member, 

Or Do You Just Belong?" We will continue to take 

this organization to the next level but we need for 

each and every one of you to be an “Active” member. 

 

TBAN challenges all of our local alumni to step 

up and join the movement. All of our current 

members have joined for many different reasons: 

reconnect with SLB, network, to give back, mentor or 

just to socialize; this is what makes TBAN great. WHY 

not join! 

 

TBAN dues are $100.00 per year or $8.34 a 

month. You can sign up to become an active 

member of the TBAN and pay your dues by 

contacting Brian Gomez at Bgomez@mail.usf.edu.  

 

Thank you for your belief in The Tampa Bay 

Alumni Network of SLB. My Brothers, the future is 

ours! 

Are You an Active Member? 
Operation 100 

 

2018 Executive Board  

 

Chairman: Dennis Small 

(dsmall.crr@gmail.com) (dsmall@slbtban.org) 

Director of Marketing: Julio Perez 

(julioperez13@gmail.com)(jperez@slbtban.org) 

Director of Networking: Keyur Patel 

(kpatel@ftstampa.com) (kpatel@slbtban.org) 

Director of Finance: Brian Gomez 

(Bgomez@mail.usf.edu)(bgomez@slbtban.org) 

Director of Recruitment:  Gilbert Pedroza 

(gpoutkast@yahoo.com) 

Director of Community Outreach: Open 

 

Advisors: Gerardo Reyes (greyes@slbtban.org) 

mailto:Bgomez@mail.usf.edu
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Upcoming Local Events 

 

Gasprailla Children’s Parade- 1/20 
 
Gasprailla Parade- 1/27 
 
2018 NHL All Star weekend-1/26-1/28 
 
Monster Jam- 2/3 
 
Florida State Fair- 2/8-2/19 
 
Andrea Bocelli- 2/14 
 
Cirque du Soleil- 2/14-2/17 
 
Mary J. Blige- 2/21 
 
Gasparilla Distance Classic- 2/24-2/25 
 
Taste of Carrollwood- 3/1 
 
Strawberry Festival- 3/1-3/11 
 

 
 
WineFest – 3/1-3/3 
 
Gasparilla Festival of the Arts- 3/3-3/4 
 
Gasparilla Music Festival- 3/10-3/11 
 
Bush Gardens Food & Wine Festival- 3/3-
4/29 
 
The Color Purple Musical- 3/6-3/8 
 
Disney on Ice- 3/22-3/25 
 
 
 

 

March of Dimes April 28th  

Diet and Nutrition workshop May 

Latino Greek Networking Event June 

Family Picnic Aug 

Golf Outing Sept 16th 

Homecoming Tailgate Oct 

Battle of the Betas Basketball Tournament Nov 
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